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IENTRODUCTION
1.1. Backgrousd of Study
Nowadays, more and more people shift their vernacular language imto
another language, che;thel%ﬁ, they still maintain the vernacular language so that
it will not be lost. Language:sﬁnﬂ may happen because of the willingness to leam
another language considered Ikmre prestigious by the society, the usage of a second
language as a dominant lm*mge and migration, the movement of a person or
group to another region or cofmtry (Oxford Advanced Leamer’s Dictionary: 1995).
Usually, the people wlilil try s:p find ways to maintain their vernacular language or
mother tongue when they rea#ae that they have shifted their vernacular language.
To begin with, the W would like to discuss what language shift,
language mainienance, and &angwge loss are. According to Holmes (2001),
Fishman (1964), Coulimes (1{1!35:157), Fasold (1984:217), and Mesthrie (2000),
Language shift happens whem someone uses his or her own vernacular language
rarely and uses new languagel in many domains. Moreover, they define Language
Maintenance as the éfforts }m‘ someone to keep using his or her vemacular
language in some situations. In addition, they also mention that language loss
happenswhmmmagm!y!;mhismhervemmIarlmguageEnWMmom
limiMdeMMgmHﬁMmm it gradually decreases.
In the study,  the ﬁ/m would explore about lanpuage shift and
maintsmnceﬂ;atlmpﬂento%ﬁégmm:, people who move from one region into
another region (Oxfmdi AMM Leamer’s Dictionary: 1995). The writer would
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like to find out how far pevple shift vemacular language in the destination and
what they do to maintain the vernacular language so that it will not be lost. The
writer would like to do the research based on Language Shift and Maintenance
theories so the writer will know whether the theories reflect on the reality or not.

In the research, the writer would like to focus on the Bina Nusantara
students who are Pontianak Chinese and have migrated to Jakarta for several
months to ten years. The writer chooses the Pontianak Chinese Bina Nusantara
students as the object of study because they represent quite a big number of Bina
Nusantara Chinese migrant students. The writer would like to do research on how
far those students shift their vernacular language and what their efforts to maintain
the vernacular languages are to avoid losing their vernacular language.

In the study, the writer would like to relate the theories about Language
Shift and Maintenance with the Pontianak Chinese Bina Nusantara students who

are migrants to answer the writer’s problems in the thesis.

1.2, Statement of problein
In the research, the writer would like to answer these questions:

1. How far is the lsnguage shift (in language choice and domains) of the
Pontianak Chinese Bina Nusantara Students who have migrated to Jakarta for
about several months to ten years?

2. What are the reasons of the language shift?

3. What are their language maintenance efforts in order to avoid losing their
vernacular language ability?

4. Why do they maintain their vernacular languages?



1-3.

1.4.

Seape and Limitation

The scope of the study will be on Language Shifi and Maintenance of the
Bina Nusantara students who are Pontianak Chinese and migrate from Pontianak.
The writer would like to focus on those who have stayed in Jakarta for several
months to ten years (the longest).

The limitation of the siudy will be the case of fifty students taken randomiy
from all semesters and majors based on Language Shift and Maintenance theories
from Holmes: 2001, Fasold: 1984, Coulmas: 2005, etc as the main theories.

Goals and Functions
The goals that the writer wanis 1o achieve in the study are:

1. To find out how far the Pontianak Chinese Bina Nusantara students who are
migrants shift languages in language choice and domains.

2. To find out the reasons of the language shift.

3. To find out how the stadents try to keep maintaining their vernacular languages
while they are in Jakarta so, their vernacular language ability will not be lost.

4. To find out why they maintain their vernacular languages.

The functions of the study are:

1. To make the readers who experience language shift understand so that they will
be able to recognize their situation and maintain their vernacular languages,
that is to avoid experiencing language loss or losing the important part of
someone’s culture and identity.



4. To hclpthcrmdmit@mdcrstmdthephenomnaofmnguages}@ﬂm
Maintenance deeper sp that if the readers later want to use these topics to do

research, they will feel helped.

1.5. Research Methodology
To conduct the study, the writer has done some methods to complete the
rescarch. They are:

1. Library research. Tt'!w writer conducted research in some libraries by
searching some hook.?; about Language Shifi and Maintenance theories to
understand about hﬁwiw relate the terms of Language Shift and Maintenance
with the reality in Binh Nusantara. The writer also tried to search some books
that might contain the pase studies of the people who experience language shifi
and maintenance due tlb their movement into another region or country,

2. 1nmmumm.mmmmmmewﬁmmmmmﬁm
nmreaboutlanguage#ﬁmdMaMmcethatimvehappenedinthemii
Themi&rﬂiedtosaa}#chsomemintofviewsandmomfactsahomkmgmge
shift and Maintenance to gain more data. In the internet, the writer found some
useful data that could l#a@p her to complete the research in the study.

3, FieidRﬂmeh.T‘heéshstmethoddmcbyﬂxewriterwasbydeliverhng
questionnaires to fifty lﬁmﬂanak Chinese Bina Nusantara students who migrate
to Jakarta to s&ndyﬂli%m@imaasampmmmﬁmofhngmge Shift and
Maintenance. This fne?é rescarch really helped the writer in analyzing and
answeringﬂ:ewriter’s‘mbiems in the thesis so that at the end the writer could

make the right conclusion and give the right suggestion to the topic.






